
Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 

Meeting of the Pastoral Council  

November 18, 2020 

 

Present:  Father John Cayer, Dean Andy Grosmaire, Michael Williams, Christa Calamas, Jeanne 

O’Kon, Michele Taylor, Dasha Nixon, Chaney Coggins, Silvia Alderman, Eli Nortelus, Megan 

Majewski.   Absent:  Valeria Robinson, Mary Ballard, Michelle Harkness, Brother Rahl, Mary Goble, 

Sue Steverson. 

Father John opened the meeting with the prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

The minutes from the October 21, 2020 meeting were approved as written.   

CSU Update: Megan Majewski stated that the semester is wrapping up.  There is a CSU Holy Hour 

inside the church tonight from 8-9, and the students enjoy praying together.  There will be a Spirit Night 

on Dec. 2 after Thanksgiving break.  Spirit Nights have been held every two weeks.  There was a 

contained COVID outbreak within the women’s house, but no one was seriously ill.  They are looking 

forward to what the new semester will bring. The attendance has been consistent with many students 

attending.  Father John stated that it is great that CSU has been able to maintain their schedule with good 

participation during the pandemic.   

Ministry Update:  Father John indicated that a lot of the parish groups that are meeting are holding 

meetings on Zoom. COVID is not going away any time soon, and the group members realize that they 

need to continue their meetings. The CCW attends Mass and meets on Saturday, and they carried out 

their “Boxes of Joy” project. The boxes are sent to different countries, and it is part of a larger project. 

The Christmas Connection has set up a Christmas tree, and parishioners can pick up an ornament which 

lists a gift to be donated to a needy person. There is a COVID capacity in meeting rooms, and the 

cleaning is taken seriously.  In the main church, the ushers are doing a great job helping to clean the 

pews after each Mass. There are many new ushers, and some are members of the Brotherhood of Hope. 

This keeps it safe for parishioners attending Mass.  Dasha reported that the Vital Oxide disinfectant is 

also being used, and it sticks to the surfaces it is sprayed on. All protocols are in place and are being 

followed. At Mass, those receiving Communion are asked to take the host in their hands and not on the 

tongue.  Michael inquired as to how well the St. Vincent de Paul group is doing.  Deacon Andy said the 

group meets on Zoom twice a month, and they are still providing money to needy individuals.          

Catholic Schools Update:  Dasha indicated that at Trinity Catholic School, the Father Murray 

Scholarship awards were finally presented to the 7th grade winners. He thanked everyone who donated 

to the Boosterthon at the school, which helps with technology purchases.  Discover Catholic Schools 

Week is going on right now.  Both Trinity and SJPII have a full week off for Thanksgiving break.   

SJPII:  The school is at capacity, and they have a waiting list!  The volleyball team made it to the state 

championship, for the second time in school history.  The football team won a football game by forfeit 

against FAMU High, and they will be playing in the state championship in Jacksonville. The classes 

held their class retreats, led by Father Tom Dillon and the staff.  Their theme is Body, Mind, and Soul.   

 



Administration:  Dasha stated that the Offertory Recovery Program is doing well, and the parish is now 

solid financially due to the generosity of the parishioners. Father John is amazed and grateful for the 

dedication of the parishioners.  The parish finances are reported in the parish Bulletin.  The parish 

Bulletin is online and is available in a paper copy.  Dasha indicated that Renew and Rejoice is the theme 

for the Sanctuary Restoration campaign.  There is a schedule for the building process, and it will 

hopefully be completed in October, 2021.  Fundraising will take place in the spring. Father John said 

that an Executive Committee is being formed out of the Sanctuary Restoration Committee.  The design 

phase is coming to a close, and the new campaign phase will be more difficult. The target date to start 

construction is June; there will be no weddings scheduled in the church during the construction phase. 

Father John said the sanctuary will be truly beautiful and inspirational when it is finished.  He will 

provide more specific details in December.   

Rector’s Comments:  Father John said there are new temporary barrel LED lights in the sanctuary, 

installed by Rambush Lighting. There will be new switches for the sanctuary lights that can be operated 

by an app. Four different companies are involved in the renovation project.  Christmas Masses are being 

discussed, and crowd control is a consideration.  The Mass schedule on Christmas Eve is 5:00 p.m., 8:00 

p.m., 11:30 p.m., and a 10:00 morning Mass on Christmas.    

Michael asked for any agenda items for the next meeting.  Father John said the Sanctuary Renovation 

campaign update should be discussed at each meeting.  On the parish web site, there is a Sanctuary 

Renovation update for parishioners.  When Granda provides a firm image for the altar design, it will be 

posted for all to see.  Silvia inquired whether or not a Zoom program for parishioners could be held, 

providing a presentation to all parishioners with pictures of the new design and explanations of the 

symbolism in the images.  Father John indicated that John Kennedy of the Diocese is overseeing the 

campaign. Father John discussed the possibility with John of preparing a 15-minute historical 

presentation video showing the sanctuary over time, and the design development.  It could also be set up 

as a webinar event.  

Eli Nortelus reported that their parish golf team participated in a tournament in Southwood supporting 

the PHI Center, and Chaney Coggins won the category of the “longest drive!”  

Father John closed the meeting with a prayer.             

Next meeting:  December 18, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m.  

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jeanne O’Kon 

 

 



 

 

 

 


